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C AT TERIES & KENNELS
QUICK ANSWERS FOR SMALL BUSINESS INFORMATION SHEET No: AG-02

In Dungog Shire, kennels and catteries and the breeding of cats and dogs are classified as "Intensive Agriculture".  
With the consent of Council, kennels and catteries may be established in areas in the Shire that are zoned:
n Rural 1(a)
n Rural Lifestyle 1(e)
n Business 4(a)
n Transition 9(a)
Within these zones, your development will need to provide a physical or acoustic buffer between the kennels / 
cattery and neighbouring residences.
You cannot establish a commercial breeding, training, kennel or cattery operation in a Residential 2(a) or Village 
2(v) zone.

Broadly, a commercial operation is where cats or dogs are bred, trained, accommodated or nurtured for gain or 
reward.

For Cats, commercial includes the operation of boarding cattery and/or the keeping of cats for breeding, 
convalescence and/or sale.

For Dogs, commercial includes the operation of a boarding kennel and/or a breeding or training establishment 
and/or the keeping of dogs for breeding, convalescence, training, racing and/or sale.

DO I NEED ANY 
OTHER 
APPROVALS?

Yes…
If you are building a cattery, kennel, yards or other related facilities you will need to apply for a Construction 
Certificate before you can commence any building works. See Construction Certificate Information Sheet.

Compliance
In building and operating your business you must also comply with Part 3 of the Prevention of Cruelty to 
Animals (General) Regulation 2006 and relevant Animal Welfare Codes of Practice.   

These codes include:

Further Information:
Dungog Shire Council | 198 Dowling St Dungog
Ph: (02) 4995 7777   Fax: (02) 4995 7770
Email:  shirecouncil@dungog.nsw.gov.au
Web:  www.dungog.nsw.gov.au
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Yes…Legally the keeping of cats or dogs for commercial purposes, including operating a kennel or cattery, in 
Dungog Shire requires Council approval.  You must lodge a Development Application with Council.  You cannot 
commence operating your business until Council has granted Development Consent.

WHERE CAN I 
ESTABLISH A 
COMMERCIAL 
CATTERY OR 
KENNEL IN 
DUNGOG SHIRE?

WHAT IS 
CONSIDERED 
' COMMERCIAL'

DO I NEED 
COUNCIL 
APPROVAL?

Activity 
Charging fees for the transport of animals
Operating boarding establishments for dogs and cats
Breeding dogs
Breeding cats
Providing pet grooming services
Breeding, training or boarding security dogs

Relevant Animal Welfare Code of Practice
No 1.   Companion Animal Transport Agencies
No 5.   Dogs and Cats in Animal Boarding Establishments
No 6.   Breeding Dogs
No 7.   Breeding Cats
No 8.   Animals in Pet Grooming Establishments 
No 9.   Security Dogs

The Animal Welfare Codes of Practice are available from the Department of Primary Industry (Agriculture) website at 
www.agric.nsw.gov.au/reader/aw-welfare
You must also comply with the noise provisions of the Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997, and 
relevant Council Development Control Plans.

WHERE DO I 
START?

Before you start preparing plans, it is recommended that you have a Pre-lodgement meeting with Council's 
Economic Development Officer.  At this meeting you will be asked about your proposal and the amount of 
construction and site works likely to be involved.   
Council may provide advice on:
n The factors that you need to consider in designing your buildings and operating your business.
n The issues that you must address in your Development Application.  
n Whether your proposal is 'Integrated Development', and requires approval from a State Government Agency.

Council will also advise you about when to apply for a Construction Certificate and how to go about this. 
Please bring details of the property you have selected and your proposal to this meeting. Preliminary concept 
plans and some photos of the property and surrounding properties would also help.


